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Description

Pennsylvania is one of the few states that neither contains a reservation 
nor officially recognizes any Native American group. The stance of state 
government is that there are no Native Americans in the state. However, 
there is a large and growing community of Native Americans that is grow-
ing more active and more frustrated with the state’s position. 

Invisible Indians is based on three years of research with Native Ameri-
cans in Pennsylvania. The authors have crossed the state to attend pow-
wows and tribal meetings, as well as interview individual Indians. 

Based on several, extensive ethnographic interviews, this book provide 
an extremely insightful account of Native Americans in Pennsylvania. The 
book also examines the history of Native American/government relation-
ships within the state, as well as critical issues such as casino gambling 
and state recognition that are the crux of current negotiations. The book 
is also about the ways Pennsylvania’s Native Americans are reinventing 
their history and their cultures to meet their own social and psychological 
(identity) needs.
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Description (Continued)

 This book is a much-needed addition to the lit-
erature on Native American identity today––the 
critical issue in contemporary Native American 
politics. The book also debunks the official state 
stance that no Native Americans exist in Pennsyl-
vania. 

 Invisible Indians will be a valuable reference 
both to social scientists interested in personal 
identity issues as well as all interested in Penn-
sylvania cultures and issues. 


