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Description

Education, Migration, and Cultural Capital in the Chinese Diaspora provides an 
important and timely contribution to an emergent body of work, reflecting increas-
ing interest in the internationalisation of education and the transnational mobility 
of students worldwide. The last two decades have seen the dramatic expansion 
and consolidation of what has astutely been called an ‘international education 
industry’, involving the increased marketisation and branding of education at the 
national and institutional levels, the development of educational courses geared 
towards attracting international students, the establishment of ‘offshore’ schools 
and university campuses by Western institutions in Asia, and, most conspicuous-
ly, the mobility of nearly 3 million international students as they seek out valuable 
and internationally recognised academic credentials outside their home countries. 
These students are cognisant of an emergent global map of ‘cultural capital’, and 
the means by which this cultural capital can be converted into economic capital in 
an international, knowledge-based labour market. 
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 Drawing on the work of Pierre Bourdieu and other more 
recent contributors to the geography and sociology of educa-
tion, this book sets out an agenda for examining and under-
standing the transnational mobility of international students and 
the important national and institutional contexts within which 
they move. Its striking conclusions are based on substantive 
empirical research in Canada and Hong Kong, involving in-
depth interviews with transnational students and a number of 
institutional actors directly involved in the internationalisation 
of education. 
 Education, Migration, and Cultural Capital in the Chinese 
Diaspora would be of significant interest to academics working 
in the fields of human geography, sociology, social anthropol-
ogy, migration studies, and education, and is also a valuable 
text for any educational practitioners involved in the process of 
‘internationalisation’. 
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