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Description

The name of Mubarak-i Wakhani (1839-1903), a Persian (Tajik) mystic poet, 

musician, astronomer, and Ismaili religious scholar from Badakhshan, is hard-

ly known in modern academic circles related to Persian and Ismaili studies. 

Despite his importance to Ismaili esoteric thought in general and the Ismaili 

tradition of the peoples of the Pamir Mountains in particular, Mubarak has re-

ceived only scant attention from modern scholars. One of the major reasons for 

Mubarak’s relative obscurity is probably the geographic location of his home-

land and its socio-economic, political, and intellectual environment. 
      (Continued on reverse)
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There has been no serious scholarly research conducted on Mubarak’s life and works. This book is the first introductory 
study on the subject, and provides the first systematic presentation of the seminal Islamic figure. In the desire to establish an 
accurate biography of Mubarak and to render his often confused Ismaili-Sufi ideas as lucidly and coherently as possible, the 
book concentrates on assessing his life and thoughts in their historical and religious context. 

 It explores how far Mubarak’s works represent the indigenous Pamiri perception of Ismailism and where he stands in 
relation to general Ismaili thought. Likewise, through the study of the works of Mubarak, it seeks to explore the distinctive 
elements of Pamiri Ismailism, which itself is an interesting, but relatively neglected area in religio-cultural studies of the 
minor nations within the diverse civilization of Islam in general and the former Soviet Union in particular. 

 This book will be an essential reference for scholars in Islamic history and Middle Eastern Studies.

Table of Contents

List of Illustrations 
Preface 
Acknowledgments
Note on the Transliteration
Abbreviations
Introduction

Chapter 1. Ismaili Tradition in Pamir: 
 Legends and History 
1. 1. The Spread of the Ismaili Mission in  
 Pamir and Badakhshan 
1. 2. The Formation of the Indigenous Faith  
 of “the Fivers”: Panj-Tani

Chapter 2. Mubarak: Life and Times 
2.1. Historical Context: An Overview
2.2. Pirship: An Institution of Social Control  
 and Organisation
2.3. A Biography of Mubarak
2.4. Sufi  
2.5. Poet
2.6. Musician
2.7. Astronomer

2.8. Papermaker and Painter
2.9. Mubarak’s Perception of Religious 
 Tolerance

Chapter 3. Thought: ‘Sufi sized Ismailism’
3.1. Spectrum of Thought
3.2. Relations and Infl uences
3.3. Love 
3.4. The Beloved
3.5. The Guide 

Chapter 4. Chihil Dunya: The World of Divine  
 Secrets
4.1. The Text, its Genre and Stylicitic 
 Structure
4.2. The Thematic Structure and 
 Paraphrasable Content
4.3. The Main Argument and the Major  
 Themes
4.4. The Testimonies of the Six Eminent  
 Prophets
4.5. The Denouement of the Prophet’s First  
 Mi’raj

4.6. The Second Mi’raj of the Prophet 
4.7. Muhammad in the Divine Wonderland
Chapter 5. Conclusion 

Bibliography
Original Sources (Manuscripts) 
Secondary Sources: English
Secondary Sources: Russian, Tajik and  
 Persian
Index
  About the author

Abdulmamad Iloliev works for the Insti-
tute of Ismaili Studies in London, UK. He 
obtained his MPhil and PhD in Middle 
Eastern and Islamic Studies from the Uni-
versity of Cambridge, and his BA from 
the Tajik State Pedagogical University. 
Dr. Abdulmamad has published several 
articles in academic journals both in Tajik 
and English. 


